
    If you receive electric power 
from Verdigris Valley Electric 
Cooperative, you are not a cus-
tomer, you are a member-owner 
of the cooperative. You may not 
think too often about this owner-
ship role, but it’s something to 
take pride in.  
    Studies have shown that com-
munities where owners occupy 
the majority of homes are more 
successful academically, are 
more physically fit and have a 
stronger sense of community. 
While owning a home may not be 
possible or desirable for every-
one, the point is that ownership 
matters. It seems to make sense 
that we treat things we own with 
greater care.
    Locally based cooperatives 
have a special bond and obliga-
tion to be an integral part of our 
community. VVEC understands 
that you can’t sell electricity to 
a business that has closed its 
doors, or to people who have left 
the community because there are 
not enough local opportunities. 
Electricity is a critical need, but it 
takes more than poles, wires and 
kilowatt-hours to make a com-
munity. 
    VVEC regularly supports our 
neighbors through initiatives like 
our Adopt-A-School and Rural 
Fire Department grant programs, 

which help educate our youth 
and make our communities safer 
places to live (see Page 3 for 
more information). Your co-op 
invests in youth through oppor-
tunities like YouthPower Energy 
Camp, Washington D.C. Youth 
Tour and contributes to local 4-H 
and FFA programs. In addition, 
VVEC employees volunteer in the 
community, at events like Okla-
homa’s Special Olympics.    
    We are owners of our co-op, 
and in a real sense, we are own-
ers of our community. Our com-
munity is strong. Think about 

how much greater it can be when 
we work cooperatively to tackle 
our future challenges. If we act 
like owners on a consistent ba-
sis, we will put even more care 
and attention into our community, 
and we will look locally for solu-
tions. Finding local solutions can 
help keep money—and people—
right here in our community.  
    We all have a role to play. As 
your local electric cooperative, 
we promise to do our part for 
the community. As the owners of 
VVEC, we welcome your active 
participation.

VVEC’s linemen, along with the rest of the co-op’s employees, are committed to 
serving you, our member-owners. Photo by Randy Riddle
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Each year, VVEC employees vote to select one of their colleagues as employee of 
the year. In an unprecedented vote, two 2016 winners were chosen. Linemen Roger 
Salisbury (left) and Ricky Rimpley (right) were selected for their life-saving efforts fol-
lowing a car accident in September 2016. Photo by Randy Riddle

Linemen selected as Employees of the Year

EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR

What to do if your power goes off
1.  Check your fuses or circuit breakers.  

Every service is different. You may have 
fuses or circuit breakers in your house, 
on the side of your house, under your 
meter, or all three places.  Check to see 
if your neighbors have electricity.

2.  Call the Co-op at 371-2584, or 1-800-
870-5948 if the call is long distance for 
you. Have your account number, name 
as it appears on the account, and ad-
dress handy to give to the dispatcher. If 
you should get a recording, please don’t 
hang up; leave your information. It will be 
retrieved and given to the correct depart-
ment. Every message is answered.
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District 6 - Dennis Lenox, 289-5961
District 7 - Charles Huerter, 333-3107
District 8 - Ken Howard, 724-9965
District 9 - Buddy McCarty, 272-5134       
                   or 272-5364

General Manager - Alice Houston
VVEC Headquarters  
8901 E. 146th Street N., Collinsville

Mailing address 
P.O. Box 219, Collinsville, OK 74021

Phone number 
918-371-2584 or 1-800-870-5948

Office hours 
7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Mon.-Fri. 

Editor - Laura Araujo

Energy Charge

Winter Residential Rates

Customer Charge

A power cost adjustment (PCA) 
will be applied to all bills when the 
actual cost of power purchased 
exceeds or is less than 59.87 mills 
per kWh.

In addition, a gross receipts tax of 2 
percent of revenue will be included, 
plus additional taxes if applicable.

$30.00

$.07772/kWh

This institution is an equal oppor-
tunity provider and employer.

October through March usage,
November through April billing
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In December 2016, VVEC employees received awards for their years of service. 
Those recognized were (from left): Justin Stowers, 5 years; Jake Gibbs, 5 years; 
Clifton White,10 years; and Gary Yarbrough, 25 years. Photo by Misti Frazier

Applications now open for 2017 Adopt-A-School 
and Rural Fire Department grant programs
    As an electric cooperative, 
VVEC’s primary objective is to 
provide safe, reliable and afford-
able electricity to our members. 
However, we are also a concerned 
partner in the development of the 
local community. One of the ways 
VVEC demonstrates our concern 
for the community is by offering 
grants to schools and rural fire de-
partments in our service territory. 
    Each year teachers, school 
administrators and fire department 
personnel are invited to submit 
an application for funds through 
VVEC’s Adopt-A-School and Rural 
Fire Department grant programs. 
Applicants are asked to explain 
how they will use the funds to 

improve the classroom experi-
ence for students or to help protect 
residents’ lives and property from 
fire damage. 
    “The grant has helped out class-
rooms quite a bit,” VVEC Member 
Services Representative Chub 
Brewer says. “It allows schools to 
fund something that’s not in their 
budget to enhance the students’ 
learning experience.”
    Likewise, fire departments pur-
chase tools and equipment they 
might not otherwise be able to af-
ford. In turn, these purchases help 
improve the safety of the members 
of our community.   
    Grant applications are avail-
able on VVEC’s website: www.

vvec.com, under the “Community 
Programs” tab. Applications should 
be sent to program coordinator 
Misti Frazier at P.O. Box 219, Col-
linsville, OK 74021. This year’s 
application deadline is Friday, 
April 28 at 4 p.m. 
    Anyone with questions or those 
who need an application mailed 
to them can contact Frazier by 
calling 918-371-2584, ext. 6226 or 
by emailing her at mfrazier@vvec.
com. Office hours are 7:30 a.m. to 
4 p.m., Monday through Friday. 
   “It’s a great program. We’re able 
to help and give back to the com-
munity. That’s what we try to do,” 
Brewer says. 

Employees recognized for years of service

Tuesday, 
February

14th 

VVEC 
wishes 

you 

GRANT OPPORTUNITY

EMPLOYEE AWARDS
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Has your status changed?
If you recently tied the knot, got divorced or were widowed, please call us so we can update 
your account. We need up-to-date, accurate information for your capital credit account, but also 
to make it easy for you to conduct business with us. Federal legislation enacted after Sept. 11, 
2001 prevents us from discussing an account with anyone not listed on it. If you have been wid-
owed, your account will be placed in your name, but we need you to update your application. If 
your parents or another family member were VVEC members and have passed away, we need to 
be aware of that because we cannot have an account in the name of a deceased person. We will 
be glad to work with you on updating your account. Please call our consumer service representa-
tives at 918-371-2584.

S’mores Ice Cream Pie
Serves 12

• Nonstick cooking spray
• 8 ounces milk chocolate, 
coarsely chopped 
• 2 1/4 teaspoons canola oil
• 30 chocolate wafer cookies
• Pinch of salt
• 5 whole graham crackers, 
broken into bite-size pieces
• 6 cups Breyers Natural Vanilla 
Ice Cream, softened 
• 4 large egg whites
• 1/2 cup sugar 
 
Lightly spray a 9-inch spring-
form pan with 3-inch-high sides 
with cooking spray. In a small 
bowl over simmering water, 
stir 3 ounces of the chocolate 
and the oil until melted and 
blended. In a food processor 
or blender, grind the chocolate 
wafer cookies into fine crumbs 
(about 1 1/3 cups). Add choco-
late mixture and a pinch of 
salt and pulse until moistened. 
Press crumb mixture evenly 
onto bottom and 1 1/2 inches 
up the sides of the pan. Freeze 
for about 10 minutes, or un-

til crust hardens. In a large 
chilled bowl, fold the graham 
cracker pieces and remaining 
chocolate into the ice cream. 
Pour the mixture into the 
frozen crust and smooth the 
top. Freeze for about 8 hours, 
or until the ice cream hardens. 
Remove the pie from the pan 
and transfer to a platter. Re-
turn the pie to the freezer. In 
a large bowl, using an electric 
mixer on medium-high speed, 
beat egg whites until foamy. 
Gradually add the sugar and 

beat for about 5 minutes, or 
until firm, glossy peaks form. 
Using a large spoon, dollop 
meringue onto pie and spread 
decoratively, making sure no 
ice cream is exposed. If de-
sired, use a kitchen blowtorch 
to torch the meringue until 
browned all over. Freeze the pie 
for about 30 minutes, or until 
meringue has stiffened. Slice 
and serve immediately. Note: 
Pie, without meringue topping, 
can be made up to 1 week 
ahead, covered and frozen. 

Recipe and photo courtesy of Breyers

RECIPE
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