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For the next few months, tree 
crews will be working to clear right-
of-way in the North Bartlesville 
and Verdigris substation areas.  
Once completed, crews will move 
to the Collinsville substation area 
until it is complete.  

Please contact Thomas Martinez 
at 918-586-6208 with any 
questions. 

HAS YOUR STATUS CHANGED?
If you recently tied the knot, got divorced or 
were widowed, please let us know so we 
can update your account. We need up-to-
date, accurate information for your capital 
credit account but also to make it easy for 
you to conduct business with us. 

Federal legislation enacted after Sept. 
11, 2001, prevents us from discussing an 
account with anyone not listed on it.  

If you have been widowed, your account 
will be placed in your name, but we need 
you to update your application.  If your 
parents or another family member were 
VVEC members and have passed away, 
we need to be aware of that because we 
cannot have an account in the name of a 
deceased person. 

We will be glad to work with you on 
updating your account!  Please call our 
Office Service Representatives at 
918-371-2584.

Arnold Winfield was six years old in 1947 when his father, Elisha, bought one stock with 
R.E.C. - Harmon Electric for $5.00 (about $70.00 today) in order to gain membership 
with the cooperative.  From there, they installed a single light bulb for their home and 
later on, they were able to upgrade their ice box to a refrigerator!

Arnold and his wife, Glenda, did some traveling but have settled back into cooperative 
life and we are proud to have them as VVEC members!  

Pictured: (Top) Arnold holding the framed stock 
purchased by his father, Elisha.
(Right) Arnold and his family around the time they 
became members with R.E.C.

LOOKING BACK



Clearing the Path to Reliability  
By Anne Prince 
                                                                      
Trees are majestic, beautiful and good for the soul. But we also know that our members depend on us 
to deliver reliable power to their homes and businesses. That’s why Verdigris Valley Electric strives 
to balance maintaining the beautiful surroundings we all cherish with ensuring reliable electricity. 
You might not realize it, but there are several benefits to regular tree trimming.

Reliability
Keeping power lines clear of overgrown vegetation improves service reliability. After all, we’ve seen 
the whims of Mother Nature during severe weather events with fallen tree limbs taking down power 
lines and utility poles. While many factors can impact power disruptions, about half of all outages 
can be attributed to overgrown vegetation. This is why you sometimes see Verdigris Valley Electric 
crews or contractors out in the community trimming trees near power lines. Our trimming crews 
have been trained and certified based on the latest industry standards. 

In fact, all U.S. electric utilities are required to trim trees that grow too close to power lines. Scheduled 
trimming throughout the year keeps lines clear from overgrown or dead limbs that are likely to fall, 
and we are better able to prepare for severe weather events. 



Plus, we all know it’s more cost-effective to undertake preventative maintenance than it is to make 
repairs after the fact. Drone inspections of power lines and vegetation allow us to reduce labor and 
equipment costs while bolstering reliability. Through the use of small drones, we can accurately 
monitor the health and growth of trees and identify potential problems. 

Safety
Working near power lines can be dangerous, and we care about your safety and that of our 
lineworkers. For example, if trees are touching power lines in our members’ yards, they can pose a 
grave danger to families. If children can reach those trees, they can potentially climb into a danger 
zone. Electricity can arc, or jump, from a power line to a nearby conductor such as a tree. 

Any tree or branch that falls across a power line creates a potentially dangerous situation. A proactive 
approach lessens the chances of fallen trees during severe weather events that make it more 
complicated and dangerous for lineworkers to restore power.  

Affordability
As a co-op, Verdigris Valley Electric always strives to keep costs down for our members. If trees 
and other vegetation are left unchecked, they can become overgrown and expensive to correct. A 
strategic vegetation management program helps keep costs down for everyone.

When it comes to vegetation management, there are ways you can help too. When planting new 
trees, make sure they’re planted a safe distance from overhead power lines. Medium-height trees 
(40 ft. or smaller) should be planted at least 25 ft. from power lines. Taller trees (over 40 ft.) should 
be planted at least 50 ft. from power lines.  You can also practice safe planting near pad-mounted 
transformers. Plant shrubs at least 10 ft. from the transformer door and 4 ft. from the sides. If your 
neighborhood has underground lines, remember to contact 811 before you begin any project that 
requires digging. 

Additionally, if you spot an overgrown 
tree or branch that’s dangerously close 
to overhead lines, please let us know by 
contacting us at 918-371-2584 or 1-800-
870-5948. 

We have deep roots in our community, 
and we love our beautiful surroundings. 
It takes a balanced approach, and our 
vegetation management program is a 
crucial tool in ensuring service reliability. 

Anne Prince writes on consumer and cooperative 
affairs for the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association, the national trade association 
representing nearly 900 local electric cooperatives. 
From growing suburbs to remote farming communities, 
electric co-ops serve as engines of economic 
development for 42 million Americans across 56% of 
the nation’s landscape.





DON’T FORGET!
Adopt-A-School & Rural Fire Department

Grant season is back for school systems and 
rural fire departments in our service area!  School 
representatives and fire department personnel 
may apply to receive funds from these programs 
and explain how they will use the funds to 
improve their classroom or fire department. 

Once all applications have been reviewed, 
program personnel will decide how many 
requests the program can grant!  The funds 
from these grants can help in purchasing items 
and equipment they may not have been able to 
acquire otherwise.   

Contact Misti Frazier at 918-371-2584 or 
mfrazier@vvec.com or visit www.vvec.com and 
go to Community Programs for more information.

ADOPT-A-SCHOOL
GRANT PROGRAM

RURAL FIRE DEPT.
GRANT PROGRAM

Grant applications are being 
accepted until 

March 15th, 2024 at 4 P.M.

SUBMIT ADS to classified@vvec.com or send to ATTN: Classified, P.O. Box 219 
Collinsville, OK 74021.  Ads must be in writing.  Your account number, name, address and 
a phone number is required on all ads.  The deadline for all ads is the 1st of the month.  Ads 
submitted by the 1st of the month will run in the following month’s newsletter.
Classified ads are a free service to VVEC members only.  As many ads as space allows will be 
included in each issue.  VVEC reserves the right to delete or shorten items or descriptions..

CLASSIFIEDS

•Professional, personalized 
dog grooming at your home.  
Small dogs only.  Most dogs 
only $40.00.  Over 40 years 
experience.  918-381-1170

•5th Wheel Gooseneck tripod 
stabilizer $100 Contact 918-
637-3314

•4 Body Glove Life Jackets 
very good condition $100 
Contact 918-637-3314   

•Tankless propane whole 
house State hot water heater 
Model GTS-540-P1H101 
$900. 918-371-6861 Please 
leave message.

•Billy Goat Lawn Vacuum with 
hose attachment $600 Contact 
918-637-3314 
•2 adult leather saddles, good 
condition.  $200 each.  Contact 
918-899-2638

•High back dining chairs-like 
new 4 ivory, 2 brown. $150
918-371-6861 Please leave 
message.

•2 B&L Xchock tire locking 
chocks $100 Contact 918-
637-3314 



IN CASE OF AN OUTAGE
 
• First, check your fuses or circuit breakers.  Every service 
is different.  You may have fuses or circuit breakers in your 
house, on the side of your house, under your meter, or all 
three places.  Check to see if your neighbors have electricity.  
 
• Then, call the co-op at 371-2584 or 1-800-870-
5948.  Have your account number, name as it 
appears on the account, and address handy to give 
to the dispatcher.  If you should get a recording, leave 
your information; every message will be answered.   
 
• Download the SmartHub app at www.smarthubapp.com 
to report outages from your smartphone.

WINTER RESIDENTIAL RATES
October through March usage;
November through April billing

Customer Charge | $40.00
Energy Charge | $.08279/kwh

A power cost adjustment (PCA) will be applied to all bills 
when the actual cost of power purchased exceeds or is 
less than 62.088 mills per kwh.

In addition, a gross receipts tax of 2% of revenue will be 
included, plus additional taxes, if applicable.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

Employee 
Spotlight

Inez Wright
This month we are recognizing and celebrating the happy smile you see when you 
come in our lobby belonging to Inez Wright – 20+ year employee who works at the 
front counter assisting the members and fellow employees.  When she’s not wrapped 
up with her grandchildren and dogs, Inez loves taking trips with her best friend, Sharon 
Mendell – also a Verdigris Valley Electric employee – and hopes to go to Oregon next!  
They’ve been to Mt. Rushmore, the Cheyenne Rodeo and Estes Park, just to name a 
few!  Inez and Sharon met when they worked at a bank a long time ago and they’ve 
been best friends ever since, eating lunch and taking their breaks together every day!  

Inez loves her job, especially the members.  “They are always so friendly, have the 
cutest jokes and it makes the day fun!  You get to know them and they’ll tell you stories 
about their lives. I love visiting with them!”, said Inez.  The members love her too!  If 
she’s not at the front counter, they will notice and you’ll hear them asking where she’s 
at.  She’s even been brought an ice cream cone by a member before!  There’s no 
shortage of people who think a lot of Inez – her fellow coworkers have many stories of 
her orneriness, sass, laughter and how she makes the days enjoyable!  

Being at the front desk gives her a nice variety of interaction with members and 
coworkers and she loves getting to see a lot of people.  “When you come to work 
every morning and there’s always someone there to say good morning and give you 
a big smile, it just sets the tone for the day positively.  I look forward to coming to work 
and I’m proud to be one of VVEC’s finest!”, said Inez.  Congratulations on a job very 
well done!

“I enjoy the people that come 
in, I enjoy the people I work 
with - you just couldn’t ask for 
a better place to work.  They 

really take care of us!”


