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Concern for Community

  Chief Jimmy Wilson is a well-known fixture 
within the Collinsville area and Rural Fire 
Department Communities.  Recently, VVEC 
member services department got to visit the 
Collinsville Rural Fire Department and ask Chief 
Wilson some burning questions about how he 
got started, the operations of the department 
and any advice he has to a new generation 
looking to get started in the fire service.   
  Chief Wilson has been with the department 
for 43 years.  Jimmy began his fire service career 
as a volunteer in 1980 after graduating high 
school.  Over the years, he has served in many 
roles eventually becoming Captain and has 
been Chief for the last 30 years. He reminisced 
about the old days and how he enjoyed 
hanging out at the station with the guys.  When 
asked what motivates him as fire chief he 
replied he likes to see the young guys come in 
and make it.  He spoke of how each guy has his 
own thin...the thing that makes that guy stand 
out, something they are good at.  He smiles and 
says “it’s still fun but I don’t want to stay to long.  
Staying too long makes it stagnant and slows 
down the progress for the newer guys”. 
Wilson spoke about the department, they have 
a three-person board, three paid firemen and 
21 volunteers with the youngest being 18 years 
old. Assistant Chief, Scott Felkins has been with 
the department for 33 years and is also a Tulsa 
Fireman. 

Jimmy Wilson

Captain, Derek Hunt has been with 
the department for 32 years and both 
he and Assistant Chief Felkins have 
delivered babies during a call.  The 
department made approximately 607 
runs last year most of which were 
medical calls.  Wilson stated 90% of 
the calls are medical including car 
accidents with about 10% being fire.  He 
believes that with newer technology 
and more accurate safety devices and 
equipment in the homes there are less 
fires.  When asked how he sees the 
department evolving in the future he 
spoke of the department currently in 
the process of planning to build a new 
station, possibly North of town, he says 
it is hard to say how else it will evolve 
because the city is still growing, they 
keep adding rooftops which will help 
with their funding by increasing the dues 
collected.  The department currently 
provides an approximate protection 
area of 45 square miles around the city.  
Chief Wilson wanted to thank VVEC 
for their Concern for Community and 
offering the grant program for Rural Fire 
Departments.  Chief Wilson said “the 
grant money lets us update equipment 
and buy new equipment.  For example, 
the approximate cost to outfit one guy 
is $4500.00. This money could also be 
used to purchase gloves, it’s nice to 
have an extra set in case one pair gets 
wet.  We run on a tight budget.”  He also 
wanted to thank VVEC for offering the 
dues collection service.  He remembers 

knocking on doors trying to get dues 
paid and was only receiving a small 
portion.  He stated the first year that 
VVEC began the dues collection program 
for his department, the dues collected 
went from about $30,000 collected to 
$60,000 collected.  He is very appreciative 
for the program and how it doubled the 
money coming in, he believes it was the 
greatest decision financially wise for his 
department. 
Wilson said the department has had 
openings posted for months with no 
responses, he is hoping to fill these 
openings and invites the residents of 
Collinsville to apply for these positions.  
He wants the younger generation to 
know that it takes determination to stay 
here and serve the community, but the 
reward is worth it!
VVEC wants to thank Chief Wilson and 
the Collinsville Rural Fire Department for 
their participation in the community with 
the smoke detector program, helping 
with the installation of smoke detectors, 
changing out batteries for those who 
can’t figure out where a pesky beeping 
noise is coming from and visiting some 
of the local daycares on hot days and 
cooling the kids off with a spray down 
and serving as first responders for local 
rodeos, church functions and other 
local activities.  Chief Wilson welcomes 
everyone to come by and check out the 
department and ask questions, they’d 
love to see you!

  Chief Jimmy Wilson

  Chief Jimmy Wilson

“Jimmy does a lot         
behind the scenes to 
make it all work.” 
                 - Jeremy Smith

Jeremy Smith



JULY
Calendar of Events

6th - Wagging Tails: Family 
Craft for Owasso Animal 

Shelter, 5:30 pm - 6:30 pm, 
Owasso Public Library. Create dog 
toys with the whole family to give 
to a local dog shelter.  

 
8th - Caney Valley Farmers 

Market, 205 S. Ochelata St; 
Ochelata, OK from 9 am - 2 pm.

15th - Skiatook Farmers 
Market, 4 pm - 8 pm, 

Intersectiom of Hwy 20 and Hwy 
11. Variety of food, crafts, and 
produce vendors.

17th - Summer of Fun, 
Unity Square, downtown 

Bartlesville. Free, Outdoor Music 
beginning at 7 pm. 

22nd - Community Movie 
Night at Redbud Festival 

Park, 109 N. Main St., Owasso. 
Movie “The Grinch” will begin at 
dark. 

22nd - Claremore’s Indoor 
Flea Market, 8 am - 3 pm. 

Claremore Expo Center.

Willie's Throwback Recipe
Brownie Pie

-2 eggs
- 1 c. sugar
- 1/2 c. soft butter
- 1/2 c. flour

- 3 or 4 T. cocoa
- 1 tsp. Vanilla 
- pinch of salt

Place in a small mixing bowl; beat 4 minutes. 
Stir in 1/2 cup chopped nuts, if desired. Pour 
into greased pie pan. Bake in 325 degree oven            

for 30 minutes.  

Submitted by: Mary Jones of Owasso 
Published in The Servin' Spoon III



CLASSIFIEDSSUBMIT ADS to classified@vvec.com or send to Attn: Classified, P.O. Box 219, 
Collinsville, OK 74021. Ads must be in writing. Your account number, name, 
address and a phone number is required on all ads. 

The deadline for all ads is the 1st of the month. Ads submitted by the 1st of 
the month will run in the following month's newsletter. 

Classified ads are a free service to VVEC members only. As many ads as space 
allows will be included in each issue. VVEC reserves the right to delete or shorten 
items or descriptions. 

g Professional personalized dog 
grooming at your home. Over 40 
years experience. Most dogs only 
$40. Contact 918-381-1170

g 2006 Four Winds Siesta 24BB, 
Gas, 1 Owner, Mileage 50,946, 2 
slides, generator, backup camera, 
$32,000. Contact 918-693-4300

g 2 section harrow, $25. Contact 
918-335-0684

g 9 foot Dearborn double disk 
3- point hitch, $185. Contact 918-
335-0684

g 3-point hitch, 2 bottom plow 
$35. Contact 918-335-0684

g 3-point hitch, scrapper blade 
$85. Contact 918-335-0684

g Ford 9N Tractor, runs good, 
needs rear tires. $650. Contact 918-
335-0684

Qualifications To Be A VVEC Trustee
  Electric cooperatives are governed 
by a board of trustees, who are each 
members of the cooperative residing 
in the districts they represent. They are 
elected to the board by members of their 
respective districts, at meetings held in 
the districts. Each trustee serves a three-
year term, and the terms are staggered so 
three different trustee terms expire each 
year. Qualifications for trustees can be 
found in the cooperative’s bylaws: Article 
4, Section 4. Those qualifications are:
“Each year, there shall be elected trustees 
to succeed all trustees whose terms of 
Qualifications to be a VVEC trustee 

office shall expire at the time of holding
such election. All duly elected and 
qualified trustees shall serve for the 
term of three (3) years, or until their 
successors are elected and qualified, 
subject to the provisions of these bylaws 
with respect to the removal of trustees. 
No person shall be eligible to become or
remain a trustee of the cooperative who:
(a) is not a member and bona fide 
resident in the area served or to be 
served by the cooperative; or
(b) is any way employed by or financially 
interested in a competing enterprise 
or a business selling electric energy or 

supplies to the cooperative, or a business 
primarily engaged in selling electrical or 
plumbing appliances, fixtures or supplies 
to the members of the cooperative; or
(c) has been convicted, pleaded guilty, or 
pleaded nolo contendere to a felony; or
(d) is a close relative of an incumbent 
trustee or of an employee of the cooper-
ative; or
(e) is or was an employee of the coopera-
tive during the preceding three years pri-
or to time of filing or being nominated.”
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SUMMER RESIDENTIAL RATES
April through September usage; 
May through October billing

Customer Charge | $40.00 
Energy Charge  | 1st 2000 kWh    |  $.082790/kWh
                                | over 2000 kWh |  $.08789//kWh

A power cost adjustment (PCA) will be applied to all bills 
when the actual cost of power purchased exceeds or is 
less than 62.088 mills per kWh.

In addition, a gross receipts tax of 2% of revenue will be 
included, plus additional taxes if applicable.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider & employer.

IN CASE OF AN OUTAGE
• First, check your fuses or circuit breakers. Every service 
is different. You may have fuses or circuit breakers in your 
house, on the side of your house, under your meter, or all 
three places. Check to see if your neighbors have electricity.

• Then, call the co-op at 371-2584, or 1-800-870-5948. Have 
your account number, name as it appears on the account, 
and address handy to give to the dispatcher. If you should 
get a recording, leave your information; every message will 
be answered. 

• Download the SmartHub app at www.smarthubapp.com 
to report outages from your smartphone. 


