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A SUPPLEMENT TO OKLAHOMA LIVING

ICE STORMS CAUSE DEVASTATING
DAMAGE TO POWER LINES

ome winter storms can be devastating to

an electric distribution system. A snow-

storm, unless a very heavy, wet snow,
usually does not cause a lot of trouble. There
may be occasional outages that are not actually
caused by the snow, but restoration efforts may
be slowed by the snow.

The real problem is ice. Take Oklahoma’s most
recent ice event for example: On October 26,
Gov. Kevin Stitt issued an Emergency Decla-
ration for 47 Oklahoma counties due to severe
winter weather, freezing rain and ice accumula-
tions. At its peak, Oklahoma’s electric coopera-
tives experienced 74,439 outages.

When the ice begins we may have some minor
outages caused by the high voltage tracking

along the ice on weak or damaged equipment;
this could blow fuses or trip breakers. The res-
toration times are also slowed by the road and
work conditions. As the ice gets heavier, large
trees—even those out of the rights-of-way—
will lean and sag because of the weight and get
on the lines and blow fuses or trip breakers.
As the ice gets heavier the limbs or lines may
start breaking, causing a domino effect. When a
heavily strained pole gets broken several more
may break on either side.

A wide-spread power outage like in past ice
storms can cause problems on many levels.

Continued on Page 3
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ditional mailing offices. Subscription
price is $0.19 per month.
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MUTUAL AID

VVECLINEMEN PROVIDE MUTUAL AID
ASSISTANCE AFTER ICE STORM

hen the late-October ice storm put
communities served by Central
Rural Electric Cooperative in the

dark, VVEC sent three maintenance crews to
provide assistance in the restoration efforts for
CREC, headquartered in Stillwater. Mutual

aid crews from neighboring cooperatives and
four surrounding states combined efforts to
restore power to the approximate 10,000 CREC
members that were without power, with some
outages lasting up to 8 days.

VVEC Linemen (from left)
Mike Mattox, Jeff Lorton,
Danny Bement, Robert
Rouse, Ricky Rimpley and
Roger Salisbury helped with
power restoration efforts

in CREC territory after the
October ice storm.

Leaving for a mutual aid assignment means
time away from home and family, working long
days and most often in a challenging environ-
ment. In times like these we are reminded of
the dedication of linemen everywhere to work
quickly and safely to get the power back on for
the members. We want to say thank you to our
linemen and their families for allowing us to
stand committed in our cooperative purpose,
principles and in being a good neighbor helping
a neighbor in their time of need. m

HOLIDAY POPCORN SNOWMEN

YIELDS 5 SNOWMEN

« 16-ounce package regular marshmallows
« 1/4 cup margarine or butter

« 1 teaspoon vanilla extract

o 1/2 cup milk

« 10 cups popped popcorn

o Sprinkles

» Licorice

o Gum drops

« Cinnamon candies

Holiday Popcorn :l
Snowmen

In large saucepan, melt marshmallows and 1/4 cup butter. Remove from heat and stir in
vanilla. Let stand 5 minutes. Pour marshmallow mixture over popcorn and stir. Butter
hands well and form into balls. Decorate with sprinkles, licorice, gum drops and cinnamon
candies, if desired. Recipe and photo courtesy of the Popcorn Board
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WINTER WEATHER: CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Broken lines, broken power
poles and large trees on lines
covered with ice are just a few
of the problems. Getting to the
outages and making repairs
when everything is covered

in ice makes the work much
more hazardous.

Our communications be-
tween crews and the office is
much improved since our last
major storm in 2007. Our two-
way radio system has been
replaced with a state-of-the
art digital system that allows
truck-to-truck communica-
tions anywhere on our system
as well as vehicle location
technology. This will allow for
more efficient and safe resto-
ration procedures.

Our communication with

our membership has also
improved since 2007. Our
website was actually pushed
out early because of the storm
and there were a lot of bugs
to work out. The website we
use today is much more us-
er-friendly, with easy access to
outage information and other
helpful information.

Our Facebook page is another
means of communication we
have added since 2007. We

use it as a tool to update our
members on current events
at VVEC, including outage
information.

The best way to report
outages is with the SmartHub
application, available to

all of our members, either
through our website or via
smart phone. With SmartHub
members can instantly see

if their account is affected

by an outage that has been
reported. If the outage

has not been reported the
member can report it from
the app within seconds.

We understand a lot of our
members want to talk to

a person to report and get
outage information, but
answering hundreds or even
thousands of calls during an
outage is very difficult.

Our phone system has 50
incoming lines to our offices
entering our building via fi-
ber optics. Our phone system
was upgraded this summer
to allow more representa-
tives to answer calls, both
during working hours and
after hours. Busy signals are
frustrating for some of our
members during outages

VVEC’s headquarters in Collinsville, Oklahoma

wondering if their outage has
been reported. When we have
a large outage affecting a few
hundred to several thousand
members and they are all
trying to call, it is very easy to
tie up 50 lines

Reporting when a large outage
will be restored is largely a
guess in most cases. When
Mother Nature creates havoc
with our lines, it is very diffi-
cult to estimate the time it will
take to restore power. In more
cases than not when a storm
does damage to a line it does it
in several places. It is difficult
to know how long each repair
will take. We try to let mem-
bers know when we know. We
hate to publish that an outage
will be restored in 30 minutes
only to find when we tried to
re-energize the line there were
more problems we had not
uncovered.

One thing we can tell the
members of VVEC is our
crews and staff do everything
we can to keep the power on
and restore the power when
it does go out as quickly and
safely as possible. m

OFFICE CLOSED NOTICE

VVEC offices will be closed
Thursday and Friday, December
24th and 25th, in observance

of Christmas and January 1 in
observance of New Year’s Day.

IN CASE OF AN OUTAGE

« First, check your fuses or
circuit breakers. Every service is
different. You may have fuses or
circuit breakers in your house,
on the side of your house, under
your meter, or all three places.
Check to see if your neighbors
have electricity.

o Then, call the Co-op at 371-
2584, or 1-800-870-5948. Have
your account number, name as
it appears on the account, and
address handy to give to the
dispatcher. If you should get

a recording, leave your infor-
mation; every message will be
answered. Or, download the
SmartHub app to report outages
from your smartphone.

WINTER RESIDENTIAL RATES

October through March usage,
November through April billing

Customer Charge | $30.00
Energy Charge | $.07772/kWh

A power cost adjustment (PCA)
will be applied to all bills when
the actual cost of power pur-
chased exceeds or is less than
59.87 mills per kWh.

In addition, a gross receipts

tax of 2% of revenue will be
included, plus additional taxes if
applicable.

This institution is an equal

opportunity provider & employer.
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LOST MEMBERS

VVEC IS LOOKING FOR LOST MEMBERS: CURRENT ADDRESSES NEEDED

If you see a name on the list that you recognize and you have information about a current address, please contact us at 918-371-2584.
Additional names will be printed in coming months.

4 GUYS GROW LLC
APEINC
ABEL, DAVID, R
ABNER BRUCE CON-
STRUCTION COMPANY
ACORD, VIRGLE
ADAMS, CALEB
ADCOCK, BOB
ADKISSON, GERALD
AGEE, WAYNE
ALDERMAN, EDWARD
ALDRIDGE, LEANNA, A
ALEXANDER, ASHLEY
ALEXANDER, LAURIE, D
ALLDREDGE, CHARLES, D
ALLEN, RICHARD, G
ALLEN, STEVE
ALLISON, HENRY, L
ALLISON, LINDA
ALLISON, MERLE, L
AMOS, TONYA
ANADARKO MINERALS
ANDERSON, BOB
ANDERSON, CHANCE, |
ANDERSON, DAVID
ANDERSON,
MACHENZIE, T
ANDERSON, R, R
ANGELL-COLLINS,
ALICE,M
ANGLETON, RICHARD, A
APPELMAN, CONNIE
ARNOLD, JESSE
ARNOLD, LEAH, A
ATTAWAY, JERRY, W
ATTAWAY FARMS
ATWELL,],C
AULTZ, RICHARD, D
AUSTELL, LOUISE
AUSTIN, ANTHONY, A
AUTO PARTS & SERVICE
AUTO SERVICE PLUS
AYERS, SUE, A
B & H EXPLORATION
BABCOCK, ALLEN, W
BAILEY, RAE, L
BAIRD, JARED, L
BAKER, CHRIS
BAKER, NORMAN, R
BALDWIN, JAMES, ]
BALL, MIKEAL, R
BANCFIRST OF
WAGONER
BARBEE, RANDY, L
BARBER, JOHN, F
BARNES, FLOYD, A
BARNES, WILLIAM, R
BARTLETT, LYNN
BEAVER, CONNIE, B
BEAVER, TONEY, J
BEAVERS, JOE, D
BECHTOLD, JOHN, N
BECKER, NADASHA, D
BEESON, CLINT, W
BEESON, JOHNNIE, L
BELL, BUDDY
BELL, KEITH
BELL, MEGAN, L
BELL, TONNA
BELL FAMILY TRUST

BENIGHT, JAMES, E
BENIGHT, JO, A
BENNETT, JOANNE
BENNETT, JOSEPH, S
BERNARD, BILL, G
BERTHA L CANTREL
REVOCABLE TRUS
BIAMBY, JEREMY, P
BIGGS, DONNIE, R
BIGLER, JASON, W
BILIMEK, WALTER, C
BILL LANE TRUST
BISHOP, ROGER, W
BIVENS, NICOLE, L
BLACKWELL, ALVIN
BLACKWELL, SHAD, A
BLACKWOOD, RANDALL
BLAKE, M, E
BLAKLEY, VINCENT
BLAYLOCK, WILLIAM, E
BLOM, ADAM, C
BLUMICH, LINDA
BOATRIGHT, PAUL
BOATWRIGHT, DAN
BOBBIE B WITTEN
REVOCABLE TRUST
BODINE, DANIEL
BOLIN, CHARLES, L
BOOTHE, TIMOTHY, C
BORGNE, DARRELL, G
BOSTON, KEITH, D
BOTWINIS, REBECCA
BOULANGER, BERTHA
BOWEN, TOM, R
BOYER, OTTO,R
BOZMAN, WAYNE, D
BP AMERICA PRODUC-
TION-JOINT INT
BRADLEY, M, S
BRADSHAW, RON, C
BRANDON, PAULA
BRANSON, T, ]
BRASWELL, BRYAN, B
BREWSTER, LYNDA
BRIDGER-RILEY, NITA, K
BRINKER, BRYAN
BRITTENHAM, JOHN
BROCK, DEANNA, M
BROCK, LORENE
BRODIE, JAMES, E
BRODT-ANDERSON,
RODNEY, A
BROOKS, WILLIAM, JJR
BROWER, PAUL
BROWN, DENNIE, P
BROWN, DONALD, E
BROWN, JAMES, B
BROWN, JANETTE
BROWN, JOHN
BROWN, JONATHAN
BROWN, MARGIE
BROWN, MIRANDA
BROWN, RALPH, A
BROWN, RALPH, E
BROWN, ROBERT, A
BROWN, WANDA
BROWN, WILLIAM, F
BRUGMAN, MIKE
BRUMLEY, SHANNON, D
BRYAN, JOHN

BRYEANS, JERRY, L
BUMP, JEREMY
BUNCH, BILLY, J
BURDICK, PETE, C
BURKS, GARY, W
BURNS, CHARLES, D
BURNS, JERRY, L
BURROWS, G,D
BUTCHER, LOUIS, R
BUTLER, DAVID, M JR
BUTLER, ROBERT, M
BUTLER, SHANNON, K
CALDWELL, DAWN, F
CALKINS, LEWIS, D
CALVERT, JOHN, R
CAMERON, MATISSA
CAMPBELL, RALPH, B
CAMPOS, JUAN
CANNON, DARRELL, |
CARLIN, J, W
CARLTON, BILLY
CAROUTHERS, AMANDA,
CARRUTH, EVERETT
CARTER, AMBER, W
CARTER, CHLOE
CASEY, GARY
CASEY, KENNETH
CASTOE, JOE
CAYWOOD, WANDA, N
CHAMBERLAIN, VICKIE
CHANCE, WENDY, A
CHANNELL, DAVID, E
CHAPMAN, DAVID, L
CHARLENE D BARBEE
REV LIVING TRUST
CHIDESTER, JACK
CHIMBEL, JOSEPH, M
CHINN, SARAH, A
CHRISTENSEN, MARK, M
CHRISTESSON, LOYD, J
CIALL PETER, C
CLAREMORE BAPTIST
TEMPLE
CLARK, FERNON, J
CLARK, JERRY
CLAY, GENE
CLAYTON, SHERRY, L
COAST, DAVID, R
COAST CONSTRUCTION
COATS, GLORIA, F
CODAY, ELIZABETH, E
COLBERT, JIM, E
COLE, DONALD, R
COLE, JOSEPH, E
COLEMAN, JANE
COLLIER, CHANDRA, M
COLLINS, BILLY, W
COLLINS, LOWELL, F
COLLINS, MAXINE, H
COLVIN, LONNIE, E
CONKLE, DONALD, E
CONNOR, GLENDA, E
COOK, BRIAN, D
COOK, GREG, A
COOK, J,C
COOK, W, D
COOK, WAYNE, P
COOPER, RHONDA, K
COOPER, RICHARD, N
COPELAND, BETTY
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CORBIN, B, L
CORLE, LEONARD, E
CORLEY, ALICE
CORNISH, CHASE, T
COSBY, DENA, M
COTTMAN, BRENDA
COUNCIL, CLYDE, D
COX, CARL, B
COX, DIRK, A
COX, LINDA
COY, CARLENE
CRABAUGH, NORA
CRAMER, JOHN, F
CRANOR, J,R
CRAWFORD, KENNETH
CRITES, LUTHER, E
CROFFORD, ROBERT, N
CROSE OIL COMPANY
CROSE-HOLLOWAY
CROUCH, BILL
CROW, ALICIA
CROWDER, JESSE
CRUME, CARL, L
CUDEK, SAMALYN
CULLEN, MEGAN, C
CULLISON, GENE, R
CULVER, BETTY, ]
CUMMINGS, ASHLEY, B
CUMMINGS, VALERIE
CUPPS, ALBERTA
CURTIS, ARNOLD
DALLAS,
CHRISTOPHER, H
DANIELS, JUSTIN
DARK, ED
DARLENE EVELYN
ONEILL REVOC TRUST
DARNOLD, SHARON
DAVENPORT, KATHY
DAVENPORT, PEARL, V
DAVIDSON, ART
DAVIS, ALLAN
DAVIS, AMIE
DAVIS, BILL
DAVIS, BRENDA, K
DAVIS, CLAUDE, L
DAVIS, GRACE, B
DAVIS, KASEY
DAVIS, STEPHANIE, L
DAWES, JEANE
DAWES, RICHARD
DAWSON, BRENDA
DAY, LANA
DAYLIGHT, DANA
DEARMAN, SETH, W
DEEN, DELLA
DEITZ, BRYCE, B
DELANCY, BRIAN, D JR
DELANCY, DAVID, K
DEMPSTER, JEREMY, P
DEMUTH, JOYCE, L
DENNIS, JERRY
DESHONG, MICHAEL, R
DETRING, RANDY, P
DEWITT, PORTER
DICK, EVAN, E
DICKSON, TERRY, D
DIEROFE WALTER
DILL, MARK
DISCH, LYLE, C

DOBBS, CHRISTINA, C
DODD, JAMES, H
DOMINGUEZ, LARA, M
DONNELL, AMANDA, A
DONNER, JIM
DOUGLASS, JERRY
DRAPER, LEMUEL, D
DRIVER, TRACI
DUBY, MICHAEL,
DUCLOS, LEE, S
DUNCAN, ROY
DUNN, JOHN, E
EAGLETON, JUDY
EARLS, STEVE
EARLY, KEVIN, W
EASTMAN, KEITH
EBERHARD, EDWARD
EGERMEIER, STEPHEN, L
EIDSON, DAVID
ELDRIDGE, MARGIE
ELLIS, TANDIL, D
ELMORE, JOANN
ENLOE, JENNY, L
EPLEY, JACK, C
ESKANDARI, MICHAEL
ESTATE OF DAVID LEE
STARK
ESTATE OF FRED
HILBERT
ESTATE OF JERRY
PEARSALL
ESTATE OF MARY RUTH
GUNNELLS
EVANS, ANNA, E
EVENSON,
CHRISTOPHER, T
EVERETT, POLLY, R
EWERT, MELANIE, K
FAIL, RANDALL, R
FAIRCHILD, LINDA
FAIRCHILDS, TERRY
FARR, JIM, L
FARR, LINDA
FAULKNER, MARVIN
FELLMAN, JOSH, S
FENNELL, DAVID, H
FIGART, MICHAEL, D
FITZGERALD, DARLENE
FITZMIER, HENRY
FLEMING, NATALIE, M
FLEMINGS, JOHN
FORBES, BART
FORBES, SHANNON
FORD, HARRISON, I
FORD, SHANIN, D
FORD, WILLINE, M
FORDYCE, TIMOTHY, R
FOREHAND, BENJAMIN, E
FOSTER, CHARLES, E
FOSTER, WELDON, G
FOWLER, JASON, E
FRALEY, THOMAS
FRANKLIN,
STEPHANIE, R
FRANKS, WAYNE
FREEMAN, BOBBI, R
FRENCH, DAVID
FRITTS, BILL, ]
FROESE, CAROLYN
FROST, BUCK, TII

FRY, GERALDINE
FUGATE OIL
GADDY, ROY
GAEDIKE, E, D
GAJARSKI, ROBERT,
GAMBLE, RANDY
GARNER, RUSTY, L
GARRETT, JAMES, E
GARRIGUS, KIMBERLY, L
GARRISON, LEVI, N
GATES, KELLY
GAY, JACK, L
GAY, WILLIAM, R
GEBO, THOMAS
GEIGER, RICHARD, F
GELNER, ROBERT, E
GERBER, DANIEL, M
GHERING, AMY, M
GIBSON, DANIEL, L
GILLUM, DOROTHY
GILMORE, JASON, C
GILREATH, COOPER, W
GIRDNER, RICKEY
GLENN SUPPLY
COMPANY INC
GOHL, DIXON, E
GOLDSTEIN, JOSH
GOODELL, KARL, A
GOODENBERGER,
GERE, A
GOODMAN, VICKIE
GOODNIGHT, JERT
GORDON, DARRELL, F
GOSVENER, SARAH, M
GOTCHER, CARL, W
GOUGLER, PAUL
GOVI, MARK
GRAHAM, CARL, W
GRAHAM, JAMES, R
GRAHAM, SARAH
GRAHAM, VICKIE, L
GRAVES, JARRETT, M
GRAY, STELLA
GREEN, GUY
GREEN, NICHOLE, L
GREGORY, KEVIN, L
GRIDER, JAMES
GRIFFIN, MARILYN, K
GRIGGS, JACOB, ]
GRIGGS, JOE, D
GRISSOM, MARCUS, D
GUIDON OIL AND GAS
GULF OIL & EXP
PRODUCTION CO
GUM, MARLENE
H &HHERBAL LLC
HAGER, TAMMY, ]
HAHN, AMANDA, L
HALFHILL, JAMES, A TIT
HALVERSON, RAMONA
HAMBLIN, JIM, M
HAMBRIGHT, EMILY, H
HANNAH, KATLYNN
HARBUCK, JIM, B
HARE, ANN, T
HARGROVE, SHELLEY, D
HARPER, TABITHA
HARRIS, DAVID, A
HARRIS, DONNIE, L
HARRIS, JACKLYN, M

HARRIS, MIKE
HARRIS, VERNON, E IIT
HARRIS, WALTER
HART, MELVIN
HASSELL, ROBERT, JR
HASTY, ROSA, E
HAWKINS, HENRY
HAWKINS, J,R
HAWKINS, MARGIE, ]
HAYS, KELLY
HEAPE, JOSEPH, L
HEARN, DAVID, A
HEFLEY, KARA, L
HELMS, ALANA, ]
HELMS, RUSTY, W
HENDRICKS, ANDREW
HENDRICKS, BRONC, W
HENRY, KIM
HENRY, SHAWNA, M
HENRY, TERRY
HENRY, WILLIAM, G
HENSLEY, BILL, E
HI VIEW MINI MART
HIBBARD, GLORIA, S
HICKS, DAVID
HICKS, JAMES, R
HIGHFILL PIPE & SUPPLY
HILDABRAND, STEVEN
HILL, JAKE, E
HILL, KELSEY, N
HILL, PATRICIA, L
HILL, WESLEY, S
HILTON, JAMES, E
HILTON, LUTHER
HINKLE, ANNA
HIX, KATHY, A
HIXON, SHAYLA, H
HOBBS, SANDRA, L
HOCKER, ZOE
HODNETT, JIMMY, W
HOEFT, BETTY
HOLCOMB, ASHLEY, D
HOLLENBAUGH,
TIMOTHY, R
HOLLOWAY WIRE ROPE
HOLMAN, SAM
HOLT, GARY, M
HOLT, KENT
HOLT, MELVIN, JR
HOLTZCLAW, BRETT
HONEYCUTT, DON
HOPPER, KENNETH, W JR
HORN, CHRISTIE
HOWARD, GERALD, L
HOWELL, LARRY
HUDNALL FAMILY
TRUST
HUDSPETH, MARGARET
HUFFSTUTLER,
NORMAN, D
HUGGINS, AMY
HUGHES, ERIC,
HUGHES, KATHY
HUGHES, LISA
HULL, DARREN, K
HUMBLE, MARGE
HUMBURG, TAMMY, L
HUMPHREY, DALE
HURD, IMAGENE
HURST, VICKIE



