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New Trustee Brings Unique 
Perspective to Board Room

Former Employee Jim Brackett 
to Complete Carl Long’s Term

When Jim Brackett retired four years ago, he knew he 
wouldn’t spend his time sitting in a rocking chair on the 
porch. But he didn’t foresee a chair at VVEC’s board table in 
his future.

During the March meeting, the co-op’s board of trustees 
voted to appoint Brackett, a former VVEC employee, to 
fill the unexpired term of district 1 trustee Carl Long who 

passed away in late 2009. Brackett accepted and was of-
ficially seated during the April meeting. 

Brackett and his wife Pam live on 480 acres near South 
Coffeyville where they run a cattle operation, and “bale 
hay in the summer,” he says. They moved their home there 
after Brackett retired in 2006, bringing to a close a 33-year 
career with VVEC. He started in 1973 operating a digger 
truck, and retired as maintenance superintendent, over-
seeing the service and maintenance department.

“Having worked at the co-op, I feel I have an insight that 
will help me help the members up here,” he says. “There 
are a lot of people up here who are like me, who work for 
a living and have families. I think I understand what they 
expect from the co-op and from their trustee.”

He goes on to say he plans to be accessible to the 
members in his district. 

“I want to be able to help,” he says. “I think that by 
being a former employee, I’ll be able to answer questions 
about how we restore power and what is involved in get-
ting electric service to them.” 

Long was in the first of the three year term when he 
passed away, so Brackett has about two years to serve 
before the position is up for re-election.

“I knew Carl,” he says. “He was a nice guy and I liked 
him. He worked hard at this job, and I’d like to represent 
the members in this district with the same level of commit-
ment as he did.

“There are good board members on the board, and I 
hope to learn from them. I’m excited about this opportu-
nity and I’m looking forward to serving,” says Brackett. 

Jim Brackett
Newly appointed District 1 Trustee
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What to do if Your Power Goes Off
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1.  Check your fuses or circuit breakers.  Every 
service is different. You may have fuses or 
circuit breakers in your house, on the side 
of your house, under your meter, or all three 
places.  Check to see if your neighbors have 
electricity.

2.  Call the Co-op at 371-2584, or 1-800-870-
5948 if the call is long distance for you. Have 
your account number, name as it appears on 
the account, and address handy to give to 
the dispatcher. If you should get a recording, 
please don’t hang up; leave your information. 
It will be retrieved and given to the correct 
department. Every message is answered.

VVEC Board of Trustees
District 1 -   Jim Brackett, 720-4531  		
District 2 -   Jack Bogart, 371-9587
District 3 - 	 Vernon Lewis, 341-5225
District 4 - 	 John Hibdon, 847-2320
District 5 - 	 Jimmy Lambert, 342-4662
District 6 - 	 Dennis Lenox, 396-1574
District 7 - 	 Charles Huerter, 333-3107
District 8 - 	 Ken Howard, 371-4833
District 9 - 	 Buddy McCarty, 272-5134 
	 or 272-5364

General Manager - Alice Houston
VVEC Headquarters  
	 8901 E. 146th Street N., Collinsville
Mailing address 
	 P.O. Box 219, Collinsville, OK 74021
Phone number 
	 (918) 371-2584 or 1-800-870-5948
Office hours 
	 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.,  
	 Monday through Friday

Editor - Kay Rabbitt-Brower

Energy Charge

Summer 
Residential Rates

April through September usage,
May through October billing

Customer Charge $20.00

1st 2,000 kWh
Over 2,000 kWh

$0.0801/kWh
$0.0851/kWh

A power cost adjustment (PCA) will be 
applied to all bills when the actual cost 
of power purchased exceeds or is less 
than 55.993 mills per kWh.

In addition, a gross receipts tax of 2% 
of revenue will be included, plus ad-
ditional taxes if applicable.

Congratulations!
Six VVEC linemen were recognized 

recently for satisfactorily completing the 
four-year journeyman lineman certification 
program. They received their certificates at 
a special presentation ceremony during the 
Oklahoma Association of  Electric Coopera-
tives annual meeting in Oklahoma City. 

Standing left to right are Zac Thurman, 
Clifton White, Matt Montgomery, Jason 
Adair, Ricky Rimpley and Tracy Horner.

VVEC also received an Award of  Excel-
lence for Best Web Site, while VVEC Power 
Circuit received an Award of  Merit for Best 
Promotion of  Cooperative Services.  
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Youth Programs

Outstanding
Six outstanding Owasso students are 

winners of VVEC’s two youth programs.
Owasso High School juniors Mikay 

Elliott and Malakai ‘Kai’ Hodo will join more 
than 70 high school juniors from across 
Oklahoma, for an all-expense paid week of 
site-seeing in the nation’s capitol in June.  
Riley Larson and Jimmy Stillson have each 
won $500 scholarships. All four are students 
of Dr. Tobi Thompson.

Elliott is the daughter of Kirk and Missy 
Brown, and Hodo is the son of Larry and 
Rae Hodo. Larson is the daughter of Curtis 
and Christine Larson and Stillson’s parents 
are Phil and Cathy Stillson.

The annual Youth Tour esssay contest 
is open to juniors attending high school in 
VVEC’s service territory, but their parents do 
not need to be members of the cooperative.

Youth Tour Essay Contest winners 
are (left to right) Riley Larson, Jimmy 
Stillson, Mikay Elliott, and Malakai 
Hodo. 

Eighth graders Bailey Jordan and Haley 
McFarland will spend a week at Energy 
Camp as winners of the annual Energy 
Camp essay contest.

Bailey is the daughter of Kimberly 
Joyce and Haley is the daughter of Kimberly 
and Kenneth McFarland. 

While at camp, Jordan and McFarland 
will take part in the creation and operation 
of a ‘Coke and Candy’ cooperative, tour a 
generation and transmission cooperative, 
don linemen gear to climb a utility pole and 
ride in a bucket truck, along with swimming, 
and visiting Celebration Station in Oklahoma 
City.

Energy Camp winners are (left to 
right) Bailey Jordan, teacher Kim Derby, 
and Haley McFarland.



4    May 2010   VVEC Power Circuit

BENEFITS

Co-op Connections® Card Continues to Offer Great Benefits

3 Tbsp. white sugar
3/4 cup balsamic vinegar
2 tsp. freshly ground black peppercorns
2 large fresh peaches with peel, halved and pitted
2 1/2 ounces blue cheese, crumbled

In a saucepan over medium heat, stir together the white sugar, bal-
samic vinegar, and pepper. Simmer until liquid has reduced by one 
half. It should become slightly thicker. Remove from heat, and set 
aside. 
Preheat grill for medium-high heat. 
Lightly oil the grill grate. Place peaches on the prepared grill, cut side 
down. Cook for about 5 minutes, or until the flesh is caramelized. 
Turn peaches over. Brush the top sides with the balsamic glaze, and 
cook for another 2 to 3 minutes. 
Transfer the peach halves to individual serving dishes, and drizzle 
with remaining glaze. Sprinkle with crumbled blue cheese. 

Recipe

Grilled Peaches

Accurate Automotive LLC, Bartlesville
    10% off any repair (max total discount $50)
Cartridge World, Owasso
    $2.00 off any refilled cartridge. Limit 1-per customer per day
Cheryl’s Digital Keepsakes, Bartlesville
    2 free copies of any complete project
Mark Close Roofing & Construction, Ramona
    4 free low-profile vents with the purchase of a new roof or 

$25.00 off roof repair
Country Inn Bed & Breakfast, Claremore
    20% off your stay weekdays (no holidays or special events), 

10% off weekends (no holidays or special events)
Country Inn Catering, Claremore
    25 meals or more, receive 15% off a full $10.00 meal
David’s Electrical Service, Owasso
    10% off all service calls
Dry Cleaning Station, Skiatook
    15% off comforters laundered or dry cleaned
John E. Koller Jewelry Designs, Owasso
    $2.00 watch battery ($10.00 value)
Lenox Mini Storage, Skiatook
    10% discount
Linger Longer Antiques & Old Fashion Soda Fountain, Dewey
    20% off any treat from the Soda Fountain
The Men’s Shop, Claremore
    25% off regular price item, any item at regular price

My Doll Castle, Claremore
    10% off any doll not already on sale
Neis Furniture, Owasso
    5% discount - Not valid on sale items or additional discounts
Owasso Fitness Zone, Inc., Owasso
    No joining fee or contract, monthly draft single $35.81, family 

$59.68.
Perfixx Painting, Owasso
    15% off paint
Robertson Tire Co., Owasso
    10% Off
Route 66 RVs, Claremore
    10% off in-stock parts, 10% off RV rental base rate
Standridge Clinic, Owasso
    $50.00 off first visit
Tate Boys Tire & Service, Bartlesville
    10% off service & 5% off tire purchase
Waterfront Frame & Art, Claremore
    10% on custom picture framing

VVEC offices will be closed Monday, May 31 for 
the Memorial Day holiday. Please call 371-2584 
to report an interruption in electric service.

Visit www.VVEC.com for a complete list of participating busi-
nesses, discounts and special offers.


