
LINEMAN APPRECIATION!
Celebrating the grit, strength and bravery of the ones 
who laid the groundwork as well as those climbing today!  
TIMES HAVE CHANGED BUT THEIR COMMITMENT HAS NOT.  
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For the next few months, tree crews will be working to clear 
right-of-way in the North Bartlesville and Verdigris substation 
areas.  Once completed, crews will move to the Collinsville 
substation area until it is complete.

Please contact Thomas Martinez at 918-586-6208 
with any questions.  

Do you know where this is?  Be the first to guess the location 
during the month of April and receive a $50 bill credit!  Call 
Megan Jackson at 918-371-2584 to submit your guess!

MORE THAN A LINEMAN
On February 28th as they were returning from an outage, Verdigris Valley Linemen Adam Prickett and Dillon Cox noticed smoke just 
off the highway.    Their decision to listen to their gut and check things out was a blessing to Bill and Jodi Basore as their barn had 
caught fire with their bunnies and calf inside.  The Basores were not home at the time of the fire. 

“There was a lot of smoke and the doors were really hot so I didn’t even try those.  I hopped the fence and got to work.”  said Cox.  
Prickett and Cox ran for the fire extinguishers on their work truck, called 911, turned off the breakers and began saving animals 
and putting out the flames.  They had the fire extinguished by the time the fire department 
arrived!  

“These guys are the greatest.  A lot of people would have just drove on by and not done 
anything but they didn’t.  They saved our animals, the boat, our 5th wheel... I love that I got 
to meet them and thank them - they’re heroes!” said Basore to which Prickett replied, “We 
were just in the right place at the right time.”

What could have been a horrific and total loss was limited to smoke damage because 
of the bravery of two men.  We are so proud of our guys for consistantly going above and 
beyond their call as linemen and doing it all with strength and humility.  

Pictured above, left to right:  Adam Prickett, Bill Basore and Dillon Cox . Top right: Elsa the calf; the boat and 5th wheel saved; Peter the bunny 



This month, our spotlight is on an ornery, 40-year lineman - Brad Upton.  Brad 
is married to Jinny and has plenty of kids and grandkids that keep him busy 
– especially on the racetrack!  Brad loves to race on dirt tracks and travels to 
many other states to compete!

Brad works in our Bartlesville area has kept the same position over the 
entirety of his career.  He loves the members, their uniqueness and how he 
experiences something new every day.  “Most of the people we get to meet are 
really happy to see us and are glad we show up to help – especially on storm 
response or during natural disasters”, said Brad.  

“All the supervisors I’ve had – and VVEC as a whole – have always been fair 
and understanding about everything.  That’s huge.”  Congrats on a job very 
well done, Brad!

EmployeeEmployee
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JOIN US FOR MEMBER
APPRECIATION DAY!APPRECIATION DAY!

COME SEE US FROM 
11 AM - 2 PM ON 

MAY 31ST, 2024
FOR A FREE HOT DOG, 

CHIPS AND DRINK!

It’s Spring so the possibility of severe storms is upon us!  
Here are a few things you can do to prepare:

•Be ready with emergency generators and/or backup 
batteries for medical equipment
•Stock your pantry with non-perishables and bottled water
•Insure flashlights are in working order with spare batteries 
on hand
•Charge cell phones and any portable power banks
•Top off fuel tanks in vehicles
•Have a back-up plan for preparing meals (local restaurants 
may be without power as well)

SPRING 
STORM 
PREP!

“Some of the hardest times are the most memorable.  You 
don’t remember the days when everything goes right so 
learn from it, hang in there and keep going.  It goes by fast!”

BRAD UPTON



Heroes In Hard HatsHeroes In Hard Hats
In the 85 years since the establishment of Verdigris Valley Electric Cooperative, 
our linemen have consistently gone above and beyond whether they are 
constructing new line, getting called out at 2 AM in the middle of a storm or up 
in a bucket truck in negative temperatures or blistering sun. They are always 
right there - ready to head out and take care of our members.

To our linemen - THANK YOU!  Thank you for doing a dangerous job in a way 
that is worthy of being held in such high regard.  Our lives are better because 
of you!

To your families - you are seen!  Those 2 AM mornings, 24+ hour outages 
and days or weeks of storm response certainly aren’t easy but your support is 
absolutely crucial - big thanks to you, as well!

Being in the LineFamily can be tough but you are so very appreciated for 
ALL your hard work and dedication so our members continue to receive the 
excellent service provided - above and beyond.



“And on the 8th day 
God looked down on His 
planned paradise and said, 
“I need someone to leave 
the warmth of his bed in the 
middle of the night, climb a 
pole, handle 7200 volts of 
electricity and risk his life 
to restore power to those 

without.”

SO GOD MADE A LINEMAN.

Heroes In Hard HatsHeroes In Hard Hats



VVEC IS LOOKING FOR LOST MEMBERS – CURRENT ADDRESSES NEEDED
From time to time members move out of VVEC’s service territory or pass away but Capital Credits still have to be 
allocated for the energy used while members had active service. Sometimes VVEC’s last known address is not 
correct and the capital credit checks that are sent out come back to the cooperative. We need your help to find 
these former members. If you see a name on the list that you recognize and you have information about a current 
address, please contact us at 918-371-2584.
00420 FARMS	
ABBOTT LARRY
ABERNATHY JOHN
ABERNETHY WILLIAM
ABRAMS PAMELA
ABREGO ROBY
ACOSTA JENNIFER
ADAIR CONSTRUCTION	  
ADAMS SCOTT
AGENT AUDRA
AKIN KENDALL
ALDACO EFREN
ALEXANDER	CHAD
ALEXANDER	JANET
ALEXANDER-BOESE SUSAN
ALLEN RICHARD
ALLEN CRYSTAL
ALTMAN LEWIS
ANDERSON ANDREW
ANDERSON	JUSTIN
ANDERSON	STOREY
ANDERSON	ROBERT
ANDERSON	CHARLES
ANDERSON	JERRY
ANDERSON	M J
ANDERSON	JAMES
ANDREW MARY
ANDREWS CHARLES
ANGER ROBERT
ANGLIN LINDA
ANGUS PAUL
ARACENA AUTUMN
ARCHER JOANNE
ARGO BETTY
ARMSTRONG KARA
ARMSTRONG CAROLYN
ARNOLD STEVEN
ASKEW LETTSIE
ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHURCH	  
AUBREY SWAN SR FAMILY TRUST	  
AUSSICHER	LOUIS
AUSTIN RAYMOND
AUSTIN MARY
AUSTIN TRAVIS
AUTRY JR ROBERT
AVERY BILLY
BACON JIM
BAGBY JIM
BAILEY WHITNEY
BAILEY DEE
BAILEY DAVID
BAILEY DAVID
BAKER ANTHONY
BAKER JOHN
BAKER BRUCE
BALES CHRISTOPHER
BANKES VIRGIL
BANKS WALTER
BARBEE STARLA
BARBEE DIANE
BARBOUR COREY

BARFOOT BRENDA
BARGFELDT	BARBARA
BARNES GENE
BARNES ROY
BARNETT MISTY
BARTER MIGNON
BASS MORRIS
BATCHELDER MATTHEW
BATES PAUL
BATES CARLTON
BAUDERS JAMES
BAUMAN C H
BAUMGARDEN JACK
BEATTY JEFFREY
BEATY RONNIE
BECK ANDREW
BECK  GLENN 
BEDARD RON
BELL LINDA
BEMIS COH INC	  
BENNETT STAN
BERENS BRUCE
BEVARD DAVID
BIGHORSE	 VANN
BIGHORSE	 VANN
BISHOP JAMES
BISHOP E L
BITTNER CODY
BLACK HUSTON
BLAKSLEY ROBERT
BLANKENSHIP RANDALL
BLAYLOCK ROBERT
BLEVINS CODY
BLOOD PHYLLIS
B’NAI ISRAEL MESIANIC ASSEMBLY	  
BOHARD JOHNNY
BOOHER ERNEST
BOONE PATRICK
BOSTICK ALISHA
BOSTON JIM
BOUDREAUX PHILLIP
BOWMAN LARRY
BOYD FREDDIE
BRACKETT-WELLS SHEILA
BRAD LAMBERT CONSTRUCTION LLC	 
BRADSHAW	JIM
BRANNON PATRICIA
BRANSTETTER DANIEL
BRANSTETTER FRANCES
BRASSFIELD TOMMY
BRAY WESLEY
BRAZEAL MASONRY INC	
BRCA	  
BREGNARD	A L 
BRESE ROSE 
BREWER HAZEL
BREWER ANNA
BREWER DANNY
BRINKER AMANDA
BRISCOE JAMES
BROOKS JEFFERY

BROOKS JUNE
BROUSSARD LESTER
BROWN MANDY
BROWN BOB
BROWN JOHN
BRUCE SYVANA
BRUCE ABNER
BRUMMETT	BILLY
BRUNER TOM
BRUNSON RICHARD
BRUTON LORELL
BUNCH BLAINE
BUNN MICHELLE
BURGESS RONDA
BURGESS JULIA
BURKHEAD	 DARRYL
BURKINSHAW JEFFREY
BURNETT DANIEL
BURRESS ELIZABETH
BURROWS TYLER
BURROWS KRYSTAL
BUSCH-OKCANO CORPORATION	
BUSSEY SPENCER
BUSTER YVONNE
BUTLER DAVE
BUTLER KALAH
BYNUM SUZZANNE
BYWATERS	 NIMIQUEL
CALDWELL	 DWAYNE
CAMPBELL	 JULIE
CAMPBELL	 RUSS
CAMPBELL	 JAMES
CANNON HEATH
CANTU BRENNAN
CAOUETTE PAULINE
CARMACK CAROL
CARNES GWEN
CARNLEY ASHLEY
CARPENTER	LINDA
CARR WILMA
CARROLL JR	 HERBERT
CARRUTHERS NOEL
CARVER DARLENE
CARY SHAWNA
CASE RODNEY
CASEY ALYSSA
CATRON KIM
CAYWOOD EDWARD
CECIL LORALEE
CECIL RICHARD
CERVANTES	VICTOR
CEWELL ENERGY LLC CEWELL
CHACON MIGUEL
CHADWELL DYLAN
CHAIR CHARLES
CHAMBERS	EARL
CHAMBERS	ARLIE
CHANEY JACOB
CHANG FUE
CHAPMAN GENE
CHARLTON JANET

CHASE MARY
CHASE BRENDA
CHAU WING
CHEESEMAN DWIGHT
CHESTERFIELD TANA
CHOATE JOHN
CHUCULATE	DONALD
CHUMLEY NOAH
CHUNZ FARM LLC CHUNZ
CIRCLE BRIGITTE
CIRCOM OIL INC CIRCOM
CISSNE RUSSELL
CITIZENS SECURITY BANK	
CITIZENS
CLAMPITT JR JOHN
CLANTON FREDDIE
CLARK RON
CLARK MERLIN
CLARK JOHNNY
CLARK II CHARLES
CLEM NATHAN
CLINE MIKE
CLINTON MITCH
CLOUD STACIE
CLOUD NINE CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY	  
CMC LLP	  
COATS AMANDA
CODAY LACEY
COLE CODY
COLE BRIANNA
COLE DARCI
COLE J B 
COLLINS JASON
COLLINS JIMMY
COLLINS REBA
COLLINS LARRY
COLLINSVILLE ROUND-UP CLUB	
COLWELL KRISTEN
COLWELL EARL
COMPENSATED DENSITY LOG	  
CONGER CLINT
CONNOR BRUCE
CONOVER WOLFORD
CONRATH MIKE
CONTINENTAL TEXAS CORPORATION	
CONTINENTAL
CONVEST ENERGY CORPORATION	  
COOK MARLLON
COOK JUSTIN
COOK JOHN
COOPER DAVID
COOPER DOUGLAS
COOPER AND IRVIN PRODUCERS	  
COPELAND	 M E 
CORDLE TERRA
CORN MATTHEW
CORN HARVEY
CORONADO	JUAN
CORSO JOHN
COSBY CHARLENE



COSBY TIMOTHY
COWART TYLER
COWDREY W R
COX DERRICK
COX MIKE
COX DARLENE
COX VANCE
COY ALLISON
CRAIG HENRY
CRAKER HEATH
CRAMER JACK
CRANE MICHAEL
CRANOR OPAL
CREEK DARLA
CROOK OTIS
CROSLIN MICHELLE
CROW HENRY
CRUCE BILL
CRUTCHFIELD ARIEL
CUMMINGS	CHAD
CUNNINGHAM BENJAMIN
CURTIS ROBERT
CUSTING MELISSA
CYPERT JAMES
DSR PROPERTIES LLC	
DANE SHIRLEE
DANIELS DON
DARNOLD KEVIN
DARNOLD KEVIN
DAVIED TRISTEN
DAVIS TRACEE
DAVIS BUD
DAVIS KEVIN
DAWSON ALEXANDRA
DEAN SKYLIER
DECKARD TRAVIS
DELASHMIT	ROBERT
DENTON JEREMY
DEROUSSEL CALEB
DETRING RANDY
DIKEMAN JIM
DILLON MICHAEL
DIVELBISS	 S W
DIXON TRAVIS
DODD NORMAN
DOHERTY PHILIP
DONAHO DONNY
DONNELL LEWIS
DOROTHY HAINES TRUST 	  
DOSSETT TONY
DOUBLE D-2 OIL COMPANY 	  
DOUGHERTY TABITHA
DOUGLAS PATRICIA
DOWNS BILL
DOYAL RANDELL
DRIEHORST	CHRISTEN
DUDAS DONNA
DUDLEY NATOSHA
DUDLEY JOSEPH
DUNCAN LILLIE
DUNCAN MIKE
DURANT NICHOLA
DURMAN BONITA
DYE KARLA
EARL MATTHEW
EARLS JENNIFER
EDDINGS W W
EDMONDSON CODY
EDWARDS TARA
EDWARDS JOHNA
EISLE MYRNA

ELDRIDGE JERRY
ELLEDGE JOY
ELLIOTT GWENDA
ELLISON CODY
ELSHEIMER	JOSEPH
EMBREE JAMES
ENGEL CHRISTIE
ENTERPRISE ENERGY EXP INC	  
EQUELS KENDRA
ERVIN D J
ESTATE OF BILL R SELLERS	  
ESTATE OF DELACEY F SMITH	  
ESTATE OF THELMA JACOBS	  
ESTES KATHLEEN
EVANS NATALIE
EVANS MELISSA
EVANS KERRY
EVANS DONALD
EWING MELISSA
EXCHANGE BANK SKIATOOK EXCHANGE
EXPRESS ASIANA
FABINA DOUGLAS
FAIR JESSICA
FAIR DALE
FAIRCHILD TRAVIS
FARLEY BILL
FARMER JAMES
FEARS CLYDE
FEARS B J
FERGUSON DAVID
FILERBO ANGELINA
FINKBEINER SHAWN
FINNELL MIKE
FIORAVANTI	TODD
FIROUZI CANDICE
FISCHER JACK
FISHER ROD
FLATFORD LINDA
FLEEGER GEORGIA
FLETCHER MICHAEL
FLYNN TARA
FOLEY W L
FORBES TAMI
FORD YVONNE
FORT TIM
FOSTER MIKE
FOSTER MELVIN
FOWLER MARILYN
FOWLER DEBBIE
FOX KRISTIN
FRANKLIN DORIS
FRANKLIN JIM
FRANKLIN GREGORY
FRANZ TWILA
FRAZIER AND CLEMSHIRE	  
FREEMAN BRAD
FREENY JOHN
FRENCH RICHARD
FREY MONTIE
FRITTS DONNA
FROST BUCK
FROST DENNIS
FRYAR RYAN
FULLER LINDA
GAILEY E R
GAINES STEVE
GAINES TIM
GAINES DAVID
GAINES PAULA
GALLERY ELIZABETH
GANN SANDRA

GARMAN SCOTT
GARRISON	 MERRY
GASS BOBBY
GATES ERNEST
GAY WILLIS
GBIT FARMS	  
GEIGER CAROLYN
GERLER WILLIAM
GEVAERT RICK
GIBSON DWAYNE
GIEHLL DARREN
GILBERT G L
GILROY ARLETA
GILSTRAP LYNN
GIRTEN & PAYNE FARMS LLC	  
GLASS DAVE
GLENN J L
GLIMPSE KAITLIN
GLOSSON JAMES
GONZALES MCKENZIE
GOODNER BRIANNA
GOODSON DANIEL
GORHAM JERRY
GORMAN MICHELLE
GOTTMER C L
GRAHAM CHALIN
GRAY DAVID
GRAY DILLON
GRAY CHARLES
GREEN GEORGE

GREEN LEVI
GRIFFITH CARROLL
GRIFFITH DON
GRIGGS CONSTRICUTION GRIGGS
GRIMMER MICHELLE
GRIMSLEY MAKAYLA
GRUENWALD CRYSTAL
HALE JASON
HALE HOLLY
HALFORD BLAKE
HALL JOHN
HALL DANIEL
HAMBLIN GEORGIA
HAMBRICKTONY
HAMBRICK ALVIN
HAMIL RALPH
HAMIL LOUISE
HAMMOND MATTHEW
HAMMOND RALPH
HAMPTON JAMES
HANES TAMMA
HANKINS NELVIN
HANLIN H K
HARALSON	 CHRISTOPHER
HARBST JOSEPH
HARDEN ANGELA
HARDING TONI
HARGIS LORAN
HARPER EDWARD

HARPER HOWARD
HARRINGTON NATHAN
HARRIS TERRY
HARSH MITZI
HART MICHAEL
HAUSHER ALAN
HAVENS ROBIN
HAWKINS JODI
HAWZIPTA LEON
HAY JOE
HAYES MARY
HAYES CIERRA
HAYES DANNY
HAYES DAN
HAYNE HEATHER
HEAP ANDREW
HECKMAN AARON
HEDGES BUSTER
HEITMAN JOYCE
HELM FAITH
HELT JAMES
HENLEY JAMES
HENRY ANNA
HENRY OIL COMPANY	  
HENSON THOMAS
HEWITT MARVIN
HIATT ROBERT
HICKS ROBERT
HIGGINS ELIZABETH
HIGGINS STEVE

HIGHFILL BOB
HIGHTOWER JOE
HINDS WILMA
HINES JOANNE
HINSON HOMES INC	  
HOBBS CURTIS
HODGES MARK
HOFF ALFRED
HOGAN JR LONNIE
HOLDEN JUDY
HOLDER LINDA
HOLLAND JOSEPH
HOLLIDAY JAMES
HOLLIS J B 
HOLLOWAY DALE
HOLMES COLTON
HOLMES PHOEBE
HOLT JESSE
HOLT WARREN
HOLZKAMPER NICOLE
HOMES TYNER
HONEA AUBREY
HOOVER KENNETH
HOPE PROPERTIES LLC	  
HORN GEORGE
HORNER MYRLE
HORT MELISSA
HORTON DELBERT
HORTON KAREN



VVEC BOARD OF TRUSTEES

District 1: Jim Brackett - 720-4531
District 2: Jack Bogart - 371-9587
District 3: Vernon Lewis - 521-5461
District 4: John Hibdon - 847-2320
District 5: Jimmy Lambert - 760-7029
District 6: Dennis Lenox - 289-5961
District 7: Charles Huerter - 914-1498
District 8: Ken Howard - 724-9965
District 9: Buddy McCarty - 272-5364

General Manager: Alice Lawson

CONTACT US 
VVEC Headquarters 
8901 E 146th St N Collinsville, OK 
 
Mailing address 
P.O. Box 219, Collinsville, OK 74021 
 
Phone number 
918-371-2584 or 1-800-870-5948 
 
Office hours
7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Mon-Fri

Line Life Editor: 
Megan Jackson

Power Circuit is published monthly by 
Verdigris Valley Electric Cooperative, 
Collinsville, Oklahoma (ISSN 10884378) 
for its members in Tulsa, Rogers, 
Washington, Nowata and Osage counties.  
Periodical postage paid at Tulsa, 
Oklahoma and other additional mailing 
offices.  Subscription price is $.19 per 
month.  POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to Power Circuit, P.O. Box 219, 
Collinsville, OK 74021.
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Classifieds

•Professional, personalized dog grooming 
at your home.  Small dogs only.  Most dogs 
only $40.00.  Over 40 years experience.  
918-381-1170

•24’ ext. alum ladder $250; 7-8’ coated 
steel flower bed edging $25.00; Wheel 
barrow - $25.00; 100 year old piano with 
stool; Free 918-857-3336

•New Ninja Air Fryer - 4 Qt AF101U7 $80 - 
still in box.  918-273-8696

•2019 Honda Ridgeline, low miles, excellent 
condition 918-255-6508

•New Ninja Foodi TenderCrisp Pressure 
Cooker OP300 Series; $100.  Contact 918-
273-8696

•Purple Martin Nest Boxes (2); 8 gourds; 2 
poles (12 ft) - $100 for all; 918-876-2677

•Reese 2400 Drum Mower 8 ft, 3 pt. 918-
255-6508

•Tonutti 9 wheel inline rake; 918-255-6508 •Snapper Rotor Tiller; will till toughest soil; 
very good condition.  $1500. 918-638-0873
•2 lift chairs - recliners.  Very good 
condition; $500; 918-440-5483

•Pull behind mower aerator / seed 
spreader: $50.  GMC Hubcaps - set of 4: 
$30.  Car ramps: $10. 918-409-5870

•New Zeeland white breeder rabbits $20.00 
each; 918-230-1356

•One screen top glass locking tank for a pet. 
Excellent condition; includes water dish and 
foe wood bark shelter. $100.00; 918-230-
1356

SUBMIT ADS to classified@vvec.com or send to ATTN: Classified, P.O. Box 219 Collinsville, 
OK 74021.  Ads must be in writing.  Your account number, name, address and a phone number 
is required on all ads.  The deadline for all ads is the 1st of the month.  Ads submitted by the 
1st of the month will run in the following month’s newsletter.
Classified ads are a free service to VVEC members only.  As many ads as space allows will be included 
in each issue.  VVEC reserves the right to delete or shorten items or descriptions..

IN CASE OF AN OUTAGE 
• First, check your fuses or circuit breakers.  Every service is different.  You may 
have fuses or circuit breakers in your house, on the side of your house, under 
your meter, or all three places.  Check to see if your neighbors have electricity.  
 
•Then, call the co-op at 371-2584 or 1-800-870-5948.  Have 
your account number, name as it appears on the account, and 
address handy to give to the dispatcher.  If you should get a 
recording, leave your information; every message will be answered.   
 
•Download the SmartHub app at www.smarthubapp.com to report outages 
from your smartphone.

WINTER RESIDENTIAL RATES
October through March usage;
November through April billing

Customer Charge | $40.00
Energy Charge | $.08279/kwh

A power cost adjustment (PCA) will be applied to all bills when the actual 
cost of power purchased exceeds or is less than 62.088 mills per kwh.
In addition, a gross receipts tax of 2% of revenue will be included, plus 
additional taxes, if applicable.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

Did you find your account number hidden in the 
newsletter?  Call Megan Jackson at 918-371-2584 during 
the month of April and claim your $50 bill credit!


